Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 294 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.037; wR factor = 0.084; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.4.
In the title centrosymmetric zinc(II) complex, [Zn 2 (C 4 H 13 -NO 2 ) 2 (C 6 H 5 N) 2 ], each Zn II atom is coordinated by two 2-[(2-oxidobenzylidene)aminomethyl]phenolate (L) ligands and one pyridine (py) molecule in a distorted trigonal-bipyramidal geometry. Each L ligand behaves as a tridentate ligand and provides a phenolate oxygen bridge which links the two Zn II atoms. The ZnL(py) units are linked by -interactions between adjacent pyridine molecules, with a centroid-centroid distance of 3.724 Å , resulting in a two-dimensional structure.
Related literature
For the biochemical and catalytic activity of zinc(II) complexes, see: Marco et al. (2004) ; Kim et al. (2000) . Zn II ions in phenoxide-bridged dinuclear complexes provide flexible coordination numbers, see: Atakol et al. (1999) ; Huang et al. (2006) . For the preparation of H 2 L, see: Moustafa (2003) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Zn 2 (C 14 Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL-NT. II center has a distorted square pyramid geometry, the other one has a distorted tetrahedral geometry (Atakol et al., 1999) . In the tetra-imine macrocyclic cavity of dinuclear zinc(II) complexes, both of the two Zn II ions take a distorted square pyramid geometry with an apical position occupied by a water molecule (Huang et al., 2006) . linked by π···π interaction between pyridine molecules, resulting in the formation of a two-dimensional structure.
The schiff base ligand H 2 L was prepared by a published procedure (Moustafa, 2003) . H 2 L(0.1135 g, 0.5 mmol) was dissolved in methanol (20 ml). After a hot solution of zinc(II) acetate dihydrate (0.1097 g, 0.5 mmol) in water (10 ml) was added dropwise to the solution with continuous stirring, yellow precipitation came into being. When py (5 ml) was added to the turbid solution, the yellow precipitation was dissolved quickly and completely. After stirring further for 1 h with heating, the resulting solution was cooled and filtered. After about 1 week, single crystals of (I), suitable for X-ray structure determination, were obtained by slow evaporation of the solution at room temperature. Analysis calculated for C 38 H 32 N 4 O 4 Zn 2 :
C 61.73, N 7.58, H 4.36%. Found: C 62.39, N 7.59, H 4.30%.
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically, with C-H = 0.93 and 0.97 Å for methylene and methyl H, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), showing the atom-labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. H atoms have been omitted for clarity. Fig. 2 . A view of the crystal packing along the b axis.
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